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English teaching by Stefania Gioffre

Born into a weal
Jewish family.

WOi"l‘d\War I, Sassoor
served witl th
Welsh Fusiliers

He received the

Military Cross
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The Letter <

« "] am making this statement as an act of wilful defiancelof
military authority, because 1 believe the war is being
deliberately prolonged by those whe have the power to end _
it. ™

* | am a soldier, convinced that I am acting on behalf of
soldiers. I believe that this war, upon which I entered aS\
war of defence and liberation has now become a war of P
aggression and conquest. I believe that the purposes for
which I and my fellow soldiers entered upon this war sh
have been so clearly stated as to have made it impossible to
change them, and that, had this been done, the objects
which actuated us would now be attainable by negotiation.
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The Letter ~

I have seen and endured the suffering of the troops, and I can no
longer be a party to prolong these sufferings for ends which 1
believe to be evil and unjust. I am not protesting against the
conduct of the war, but against the political errors and "
insincerity's for which the fighting men are being sacrifieed,

On behalf of those who are suffering now I make this protest
against the deception which is being practised on them; also I\
believe that I may help to destroy the callous complacence with
which the majority of those at home regard the continuance o
agonies which they do not share, and which they have not '
sufficient imagination to realise.*

This is a copy of the open letter, published in The Times newspaper, 31 July
1917
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' oan no longer be a party to yrolexF these sufferinge for ends whion I

by

8. L¥. tlegfried saasoon. £ 2

3rd Bat%: Royal Welsh Fusiliers,
July, 19817,

I am making thie statemant asg an aot of wilful defiance of
military authority becaguse I belleve that the war is being deliverately
rrolonged by thome who have the powar t0 oend it. 1 am a soldler, oon-
vinced that I am aoting on bdehalf of soldiera. I believe that the war
upon which I entered ns a war of dgfencs and libveration hae now hecome
a war of agreesion and conquest. T belleve that the purposes for which
I and my fellow moldiers entered vpen. mgp ahould Rave heertsoe X
Slearty noated a8 10 nave made it WmpoekiBle to ohange them and tha® had
thig baen done *he objectr which dktuated us would now bo attainable by
negotiation.

T have eeen and endured the auffaringe of the %roops and I

velieve to ve evil and unjust. I um not protesting agaifint the oconduct T
of the wsr. but againgt the political errorn and insincerities for which

the fighting men are teing a-\orifii-d. -

On béhalf of thona who are gufferins now, I make this protest
againa* the deception which is bheing praotised upon tham; also I believe
1t may 1elp %o dastroy she callous aomplacency with whioh the majority
of thome at home regard the continuanos of agonige whick they do not
ghare and vhioh they have not enouit Lmagination’tc ro 0.
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Outcomes ..
e The letter was read in the House of Commons
* Sassoon expected to be court-martialled

* Poet Robert Graves argued that Sassoon was
suffering from shell-shock and needed medical

treatment T —

* In 1917, Sassoon was hospitalized.
* Public reaction to Sassoon’s poetry was fierce.

* Even pacifist friends complained about the violence
and graphic detail in his work.
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T,

Jessie Pope (1868- 194L)\

 Educated at the North
London Collegiate School
for Girls

* Began writing for “Punech” 8
* Humorous writer
* Published WWI1 patri

poetry
e Wilfred Owen dedlcate

*‘Dulce et decorum est’ to her

* Her name will be replaced
by «my friend» in the

following version.
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«The Call» by Jessie PO&\
* Who's for the trench— Who'll earn the Empire's tha;ks—
Are you, my laddie? Will you, my laddie?
Who'll follow French— Who'll swell the victor's ranks—
Will you, my laddie? Will you, my laddie?

Who's fretting to begin,
/ by e ? : :
Who's going out to win: When that procession comes,

And who wants to save his skin— B .
anners and rolling drums— ——

Do you, my laddie? Who'll stand and bite his thumbs—

Will you, my laddie?
Who's for the khakt suit— VX‘%
Are you, my laddie?

Who longs to charge and shoot—
Do you, my laddie?
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